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illustrated. 1921 Excerpt: . . . how it is all to come about. And so we want our third panel, the picture of a blind
man groping his way literally, as we are groping our way intellectually and spiritually, crying for the great gift
of perception, and cheered by the neverfading inscription beneath, Christ shall give thee light. This light of
moral perception! That is what the world lacks to-day. It is colour-blind to moral beauty. And yet there is
nothing more wonderful in our receiving this divine gift than in blind Bartimaeus receiving bis sight and
perceiving the literal beauties of nature. Only, normally perception comes gradually, and not suddenly. The
thought in the original is that of the dawn slowly creeping over the hills, and gradually bringing the light and
sunshine which are death to all that is dark and dreadful. It is the figure of the morning light which dawns upon
us spiritually, it may be at an early Eucharist, or a silent meditation, or in a dozen different ways. O for this gift
of moral and spiritual perception! It seems so impossible for us to get it just now when we seem to have got the
deluge without either ark or dove--and yet it is as possible to-day as it ever has been, if only like Leonardo da
Vinci we are smitten with the love of the impossible. So the old anonymous message is caught up into the
current of the centuries, and reaches us to-day. The night,...
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