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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Mathematics, From the Points of View of the
Mathematician, and of the Physicist: An Address Delivered to the Mathematical and Physical, Society of
University College, London If we were to question a man of average education, or even one of the majority of
those who belong to the cultured class, as to what he conceives to be the nature of Mathematical Science, and
as to what he thinks are the aims of those who cultivate it, we should probably receive a somewhat vague
answer, conveying his impression that Mathematics is concerned with calculations carried on by means of
processes involving a copious use of symbols and diagrams entirely unintelligible to the uninitiated. He might
not improbably add that such symbols and diagrams are of no interest to anyone except a few individuals who
have an unaccountable taste for such things, and happen to be endowed with a peculiar transcendental faculty
the possession of which is quite unnecessary for other people, and which he himself does not possess, and
moreover that he is quite happy without it. If pressed, our friend would probably admit that there are subjects,
such as Arithmetic and Mensuration, which are extremely useful, and some knowledge of which is essential for
various purposes, but that such subjects are hardly Mathematics, and that anything beyond them is of little or
no concern to the world in general. If, as is likely, he had himself, at school, studied a little Geometry and
Algebra, he would say that the former is largely concerned with difficult and tedious proofs of things that are
either obvious or meaningless, and that the latter is concerned with juggling with...
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