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Mittal Publications, New Delhi, 2006. N.A. Book Condition: New. 22 cms. xviii, 238 p., 4 maps The book is the result
of intensive field study of the socio-economic and political problems confronting the tea plantation labourers of
Assam. The morbid situation in Cachar plantations in south Assam, where most of the workers still live a life of
penury, is also highlighted here. The immigrant labourers of Assam tea plantation. Being the victims of poverty,
ignorance, illiteracy and excessive exploitation by the Zamindars and agricultural landlords, leE their ancestral
places a century and half earlier and settled permanently in diFerent tea estates, have since then become part
and parcel of Assam. These labourers gave blood, shed tears and worked hard day in and day out to turn the
barren tracts into green patches of lush tea bushes producing the black diamond. It is true that the tea estates
which sprawled in the shimmering sylvan valleys have undoubtedly the economic profile and the state of
Assam. But the socio-economic problems of these workers continued to be deplorable. The fruit of the
participatory democracy is still beyond their reach. The authors have critically analysed all these aspects in
detail which may be helpful to the planners and decision-making bodies at different levels.
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