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reed, the end of which, when steeped in water, opened out into small fibres, and made a more or less fine brush
according to the size of the stem. The palette was of thin wood, in shape a rectangular oblong, with a groove in
which to lay the brush at the lower end. At the upper end were two or more cup-like hollows, each fitted with a
cake of ink; black and red being the colours most in use. A tiny pestle and mortar for colour-grinding (fig. 156),
and a cup of water in which to dip and wash the brush, completed the apparatus of the student. Palette in
hand, he squatted cross-legged before his copy, and, without any kind of support for his wrist, endeavoured to
reproduce the outline in black. The master looked over his work when done, and corrected the errorsin red ink.
The few designs which have come down to us are drawn on pieces of limestone, and are for the most part in
sufficiently bad preservation. The British Museum possesses two or three subjects in red outline, which may
perhaps have been used as copies by the decorators of some Theban tomb about the time of the Twentieth
Dynasty. A fragment in the Museum of Boulak contains studies of ducks or geese in black ink; and at Turin may
be seen a sketch of a half-nude female...
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