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than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle; more honorable, etc. This cannot be applied to the linen or cotton
apron, and other cheap and shabby regalia, nor can such substitutes ever look becoming or proper in the
lodge room or in a procession. An organization that claims to be, and is, the grandest and most ancient Order
under the Sun, is watched not only by its friends, but by the skeptical and prejudiced, and when its members
parade in public, they are judged principally by their appearance - their regalia or uniforms; and when such a
procession is seen wearing cheap and shabby regalia, it is likely to challenge adverse criticism, not only on that
particular procession, but on the Order to which it belongs; for the public very naturally concludes, that where
so little pride and interest is shown there is but little to be proud of or interested in. So in the lodge room where
proper regalia is not used, a sense of their shabby appearance always mars the enjoyment of the members,
especially if they have for visitors, members of more ambitious lodges. In striking contrast with this are the
lodges where emulation reigns, where, by a small additional expense, a fine appearance is made, both in the
lodge room and in public procession - challenging the admiration of spectators and silencing criticism. At the
dedication of the Masonic Temple in this city a large majority of the different lodges and masonic bodies in the
line of march were so clothed and uniformed as to make a fine appearance. This was particularly true of the...
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