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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Speech Addressed to His Constituents: In the Corn
Exchange, at Oxford, on December 21, 1874 Since I was last in this place, to use a phrase which has become
classical, a good many things have happened. It is just about a year ago since I stood here to submit myself to
your judgment in the unfamiliar situation of a newly-fledged oHicial; and now that I have perished in my
infancy, men may safely pronounce me happy. Well, gentlemen, the storm come down upon us. It was one of
those circular hurricanes which sometimes ravage the political tropics, and blow from all quarters in turn.
Those who watched the barometer of the public mind had for some time observed that, us the weather reports
say, pressure was everywhere falling, and warning voices had been heard - from this platform amongst others -
against carrying loo much top-hamper. However, it caught us all standing; we were taken aback and dismasted
in a twinkling. No doubt it has been a great catastrophe. A large part of the crew have been washed overboard.
Some of them escaped, as the patient Job remarks, by the skin of their teeth. A few were cast up on the desert
island of the House of Lords; and my old colleague, whom we all remember and regret, is living a sort of
Robinson Crusoe life there. But the Oxford lifeboat picked me out of the wreck, and here I am to hang up my
dripping garments and return thanks in the temple of the Corn Exchange; no longer, it is true, Solicitor-General,
but what I care about a good deal more, by your...
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