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thought I was the most important person in the world. - John Nash, Jr. In 2001, the critically acclaimed film A
Beautiful Mind introduced millions to John Nash, Jr., one of America s most important 20th century
mathematicians, nearly 50 years aEer he had won a Nobel prize for his work. Naturally, most viewers of the
movie will remember a prodigy suFering from paranoid schizophrenia while overlooking how the man s
innovative studies and works had a major influence on everything from economics to biology, cryptography,
artificial intelligence, and political philosophy. The Nash equilibrium, a theory he developed when he was still a
student in his 20s, has also aFected games, military doctrine, and computing. Nash was still doing
groundbreaking work and was in the prime of his life when he began demonstrating all kinds of odd behavior,
initially alarming his wife Alicia and then stunning the academic world with an incoherent lecture in 1959. As it
turned out, he was suFering from paranoid schizophrenia, which made him see things and believe in wild
conspiracies like a national communist takeover by men wearing red ties. For nearly a decade aEer the
diagnosis, Nash was treated in hospitals with various kinds of medication, including shock therapy, and Nash
himself termed his mental health issues as making him go from scientific rationality of thinking into the
delusional thinking characteristic of persons who are psychiatrically diagnosed as schizophrenic or paranoid
schizophrenic . Over time, with a better understanding of the problem and...
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