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essential nearshore habitat for diverse salmonid, forage fish, and bird populations. With 408 miles of coastline,
the San Juan Islands provide a significant portion of the available nearshore habitat for the greater Puget
Sound and are an essential part of the regional efforts to restore Puget Sound (Puget Sound Shared Strategy
2005). The nearshore areas of the San Juan Islands provide a critical link between the terrestrial and marine
environments. For this reason the focus on restoration and conservation of nearshore habitat in the San Juan
Islands is of paramount importance. Wood-waste was a common by-product of historical lumber-milling
operations. To date, relatively little attention has been given to the impact of historical lumber-milling
operations in the San Juan Archipelago. Thatcher Bay, on Blakely Island, located near the east edge of the
archipelago, is presented here as a case study on the restoration potential for a wood-waste contaminated
nearshore area. Case study components include (1) a brief discussion of the history of milling operations. (2) an
estimate of the location and amount of the current distribution of wood-waste at the site, (3) a preliminary
examination of the impacts of wood-waste on benthic flora and fauna at the site, and (4) the presentation of
several restoration alternatives for the site. The history of milling activity in Thatcher Bay began in 1879 with
the construction of a mill in the southeastern part of the bay. Milling activity continued for more than 60 years,
until the mill closed in 1942. Currently,...
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