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indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: .be dedicated, and whose name it was to bear. An instance of this
occurred at St. Albans in the early part of the fourteenth century when the great bell called Amphibalus being
broken was recast in the hall of the sacristry. During excavations in the churchyard of Sealford, Leicestershire,
some years ago, indications of the former existence of a furnace for the casting of the church bells there were
discovered, and a mass of bell-metal was found, which had clearly JBelle in Earlg Glmes. teen in a state of
fusion on the spot; and a similar discovery was made about four years ago in the churchyard of Empingham,
Rutland. Great Tom, of Lincoln, was cast in the Minster yard in 1610; and the great bell of Canterbury was cast
in the Cathedral yard in 1762. At Huddenham, in the Isle of Ely, bells were cast within the walls of the church.
Until quite recently bellfounders occasionally acted in the same manner. An extraordinary feature in the career
of bells, to use the words of Mr. W. Smith, F.S.A, S., which has existed during the last ten centuries, is their
undergoing the whole exterior process of baptism before being used. This ceremony included naming,
anointing, sprinkling, robing, and every other initiatory accompaniment which marks the admission of men
and women into the Gospel Covenant. The bells were invested with peculiar sanctity, the fused metal of which
they were composed being duly consecrated by the priest, the ceremony...
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