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Characteristics of Companies in the Survey Sample 3. 1 Company Legal Status The great majority of companies
responding to the survey identified themselves as corporations. Of the 481 firms that answered the question
about their legal status on the first page of the survey, 436 or 90. 6 percent were the corporate form. The second
most popular legal status was the Limited Liability Company, or Subchapter S Corporation, which is a hybrid
between a sole proprietorship or limited partnership and a general corporation. About six percent, 29
companies in all, identified themselves as having this structure. Limited Partnerships were about 1. 5 percent,
while all other legal structures were each less than 1 percent. Legal Status of Firms in Database ( Percent
Distribution by Technology and Number of Firms ) Limited Liability Sole Limited Proprietor Partnership
Corporation Technology Cooperative Partnership Corporation 0. 0 0. 8 3. 1 7. 8 2. 3 86. 1 Adv Comp. 0. 0 1. 9 0. 0
3. 8 1. 9 92. 5 Batteries 1. 6 0. 0 0. 8 9. 4 0. 0 88. 3 Power El 0. 0 0. 8 0. 8 2. 3 0. 0 96. 1 Wireless 0. 0 0. 0 2. 3 4. 7 0. 0 93.
0 Special 0. 4 0. 6 1. 5 6. 0 0. 8 90. 6 Total Most of the surveyed companies manufacture products. Based on legal
status, they are probably larger in size than the average manufacturing company and in most cases rank in the
upper 10...
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