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THE LOST LETTER. 33 CHAPTER Ill. The lost Letter--Return of
Cedrio--Saxon Wolf-hunting--Poetry of the Britons and Saxons--
The heathen Danes and their old Sea-kings--End of Winter.
Bertha aroused herself as her father entered the hall: for the
Saxon maiden lived in stormy times, and had seen human
misery in so many of its direst forms, that she had long before
come to the conclusion, it was no use meeting trouble half way,
but far better to rush up and confront it at first, and by so doing
know the worst, whatsoever that might be. Having once made
up her mind, she as suddenly executed what she had resolved
upon. So, without beating about the bush, to use a figurative old
adage, she let loose the bird at once, by exclaiming, Do not be
angry, father, I could not help it; but the king s...
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