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Before mine eyes thou hast set, and in mine ear Vented much policy, and projects deep Of enemies, of aids,
battles and leagues. - Paradise Regained. The English nation has entered upon a struggle of paramount
importance and of peculiar interest. After nearly forty years of repose it has engaged in a war which involves
the peace of Europe. But the question is of still larger import; for if the interest of Europe is hound up in it, the
destinies and future condition of Asia actually depend upon it. The power of Russia, growing with a startling
rapidity, and ever exercised in the support of conquest and despotism, has excited the greatest apprehensions
in the cabinets of Europe. Russia is essentially a military power, and aggression on the territory of its
neighbours is almost coeval with its history as a nation: the designs of its rulers upon the possessions of the
Ottoman, have descended from one sovereign to another as a sort of political heir loom. The conquest of
Turkey, by fraud or force, or by a combination of both, was a matter never to be lost sight of, until opportunity
should serve for its accomplishment. Barbaric Russia, with its enormous territorial possessions both in Europe
and in Asia, and its rapidly-increasing population, is already a dangerous neighbour. Divided Poland fell before
it. Its ambitious emperor is intoxicated by the possession of unlimited power in his own dominions, and
entertains the Napoleonic dream of universal empire. What would Russia be, if her arrogant despot succeeded
in acquiring another territory, almost as large, and infinitely more fertile and...
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